
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Cuyahoga River Community Planning 
 
  
Your Project Title: The Cuyahoga: A River of Stories and Images 

Your Project Summary: This project will produce a print book that brings together oral history, archival 

materials, and current stories and images of the Cuyahoga River, and also produce a companion web 

version and/or ebook that will incorporate video, music, and links to other resources. River Day, in May, will 

be the primary event during which volunteers will collect stories, images, and footage from Cuyahoga 

County residents and river users. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Very compelling project that demonstrates intimate knowledge of and responsiveness to 

community. Builds meaningful relationships with lots of constituents. Level of engagement of community is 

strong as there will be many touchpoint and incorporation of community stories and feedback into work. 

Process of collecting information and engaging community to get info for book is free - book itself not free. 

River Day itself is free and accessible to public. All work ultimately centers the community and amplifies 

their voices - public benefit is clear. Artistic/cultural vibrancy evident in that the project inspires and 

challenges community to think about the river and its history/future in depth. Many qualified arts 

professionals involved in project, reflection is central to project. Organization has capacity to plan and carry 

out project as shown by detailed project plan, lots of stakeholders (community partners, volunteers, staff, 

etc) invested in project planning/facilitation/success, already have matching funds through sponsors and 

appear to have strong fund development ability to raise further funds if necessary. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy - The application demonstrates evidence of artistic & cultural vibrancy 

- documenting the past, present, and future of the river by community members is powerful. I would have 

liked to have seen, however, how material would be selected for the publication, who would be making the 

selections and what the criteria would be.Organizational Capacity - The application demonstrates evidence 

of organizational capacity; although the mention of May 2017 as part of the project's activities was 

confusing. Public Benefit - The application demonstrates evidence of public benefit; however, I wanted to 

see additional engagement information related to how this project with deepen citizen's engagement with 

the river post project. The applicant's states as part of their project goal: "community members will be 

inspired by the river, become more connected to it, and express their creativity with the river and our water 

resources as themes in years to come." How, in particular, will this project do that? The activities as 

described don't quite take me there. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. The applicant proposal is well thought out and presents 

a meaningful and engaging project that will enhance the work being done to restore the river in Cuyahoga 

County. This is a great example of how the community can engage in watershed stewardship and raise 

their environmental literacy. Engaging the larger community in telling stories about their personal 

experiences with the river demonstrates a connection with the rich tradition of storytelling in the Ohio area. 

Working with artist to create signage for the area and designing a book and digital presentation will 

ultimately be a vibrant way to expand engagement with community. 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: Through the Cuyahoga: A River of 

Stories and Images project the applicant is building a meaningful relationship with residents, community 

partners and the Cuyahoga River. This project educates the public on the efforts to revitalize the Cuyahoga 

River as well as publish the art of locals to be seen both in print and digitally within Cuyahoga County and 

on the world wide web. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: CRR is engaging a diverse team of arts and culture 

partners, volunteers, and local contributors to develop and publish a print book, multi-media e-book and a 

one day public art event, River Day. Incorporating all of these pieces the organization is inspiring its 

community to think creatively and differently about the cultural and ecological significance of the Cuyahoga 

River. Organizational Capacity: CRR has clear plans to implement the project and achieve stated project 

goals. The organization recruits and retains an engaged staff, project partners and volunteers qualified to 

complete the project. The organization realizes it will need at least 200 person hours (volunteer) over the 

course of the project. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Cuyhaoga River Community Planning somewhat meets the 

funding criteria through their proposal The Cuyahoga: A River of Stories and Images. How many books are 

going to be produced? 500-1,000 because the lower range number is the number of people impacted? A 

fee to contributors may not be very encouraging for getting lower income folks from participating in this 

exercise. Consider other sponsors instead…Great trajectory of successful events. Perhaps consider 

reaching out to other organizations doing oral history projects in case there are any stories that overlap in 

the Cuyahoga? Outreach may increase… The book and digital presentations are deliverables. Perhaps 

keep track of the number of stories that are collected successfully. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

